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PART IV

The Pattern of Agriculturs

Farms: Number and Size

Agriculture in Mason County is primarily on medium and small farms,
According to the United States Census of Agriculture for 1954 there wers 526
properties classified as farms, This was Ll less than reported in 1950 but the
decline was due in part to a change in Census definition, The fluctuation in
the number and average size of farms is due somewhat to sconomie factors,
During the war period of 1940 to 1945 the number of farms reached z peak of 769
but the average size of farms was only 57.2 acres, the lowest in the period
from 1900 to 1954, Consolidation of farms through purchase and lease has ine
creased the average size from S7 acres in 1940 to 89 acres in 1954, This is
much below the average for the State of Washington which was 270 acres in 1954,
Mason County ranked twenty-ninth among the counties in the state in number of
farms, but in size of farms was twenty~seventh,

The large number of smaller-sized farm properties results from land pure
chase methods, high land values and intensive types of farming, Much of the
land suitable for agriculture is being developed for future harvesting of
timber and other forest products such ae Christmas trees and Evergreen brush
which tends to reduce the land available for farming, During earlier seitlew
ment considerable logged-over land was sold in 10, 20 and LO- acre units to

Farn Sizes
in Aoves © 15 39 45 60 75 a0 108

1,000 & over |

500 to 999 ki)
Tuomber and Size of Farms
26 Mason County, 1954,

Based on UesSe Census of
Agrioulture, 1954,

260 o 499 +
220 to 259 |

160 to 219

------

140 to 179 |

100 o 139

70 to 99 | il e

50 to 69 ;.

30 0 49 |

10 to 20 F

Under 10 “ o

Figure 8.~ Number and Size of lason County Farms, 195k,



[
TON

Mason County; Washington

pax’ttﬁnﬁwa Many of the ¢riginal 160 aore homesteads were subdivided

©into smaller farms ae populatisn igrew and land values increased, Suburban land

" for poultry, livestock, berry and miscellansous farming has been purchased for
operation on a part-time basig, : Heavy tosts of clearing stump and forest land
have tended to discourage the development of large commercial farm holdings,

- These and other economic facbors have oreated s pattérn in which at present

- over 63 percent of the farms are less than 70 acres, Farms from 10-29 acres
are the ‘largest: grotp; mumberisg~¥l8, ~However, there are donsiderably more

2 Yerge ferms «in Mason Connty than ¥n the nearby counties of Kitsap, King and

il inPlerces . One reason for the greater humber of large farms in Mason County is
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E . In"195L the 526 farms of Mason County contained 46,97k acres or only 7.6
_ -pergent of the total ’,J.aad arey” wi*gi;,a the gounty. The acreage in farms grew
‘- from 33,636 acresin 1960 t6 & peak of 56,130 acres in 1950, Since 1950 the
S _area in farme and mimber.of. fmsh‘ave been decreasing, denoting:some abandone
o -men‘o of farming foriother: ﬂmﬁm and a change in the use of some farmland
. for yesidential and industrial purposess  Mich of ‘the partstim¢ farmland is
: 'rbﬁii‘!g reverted back to the production of forest products thus reducing the
. ‘available acreage for agricult-ure. Thw ie tme a’lso of mmr other ommties
~-en the Olympic Peninsula, :

’___-Farm Values

i -'191;0. “Total value of all farm ﬁ?qperty,,has inoreased fram $7lt 059 in 1900 to

36,322,520 $n 195l5; -In 1940 the yalue of all farm property ﬂe; only $2,680,6L5,
an aVerage-of -$3,746 per farm 66° per-acre, Farmland snd tuildings per

. farm-averaged $12,020 and §1h2 per acve sn 1954, The rise in farm and land
values has been caused by several:factord, One has been the general rise in

- © ‘prices of real estate valiies throughout the western Umited States, Value hae
- -also beeh added by labor and capital, Mason County farmers have invested in
land clea.ring, drainage and tNTIaing inprovements sinse 4920, . Another reason
. foxr the rise in fatm and land values hae been the inoraaae in population and
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conssquant demand for small acreares

guronge: 2 S 3 28 10 PETrL=Linmg farming insraases
value of standing timber for lumber and pulpwood is a fourth factor causing
price rises of farms with woodlands,

Table 10,~ Value of Farm Property

Mason County, 1920~195L

[~ “Total Vaiue | County Average Values

Year | A1l Farm Property | Per Farm | Per Acre

in Couniy (dollars) | (dollars)
1920 $2,853,135 $ 1,875 $ 58
1930 3,162,220 6,996 82
1940 2,860,845 3,7L6 66
1950 5304, 990 9,307 120
1954 6,322,520 12,020 2

Source: U.S. Census, Agriculture

Farm Temre

A large majority (89 out of each 100 farmers) own and fully operate their
farms, Tenaney, or renting and leasing of entirs farms, is uncommon; onily 30
out of 526 farms being operated by tenants in 1954, Tenancy has decreased
since 1935 when about 12 percent of the farms were operated by temants, Many
farms have remained in ownership of the pioneer families who established them,
About 6 percent of the farms were partly owned in 1954, The parteownership
type of farm texuro has become more coision sinee 1940, This pattern 18 caused
in part by many elderly persons and part-time workers maintaining ownership of
their ferms while letting other farmers operate part for a share of the crops
sold or used, No farms were peported im 1954 as having a manager-operated
bype of tenmure,

Farms by Tenure of Operator, Masom County ‘
{Based on U,S, Consus, 1854
Type of
Cperator
Full ovner
Part owner Se7
Terants Se7
Vanager 0
do 100 290 2d0 290 3do s 4do a0
fhuobex of Farms

Figure 9,~ Farme by Terure of Operater, Mason County, 155k.
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' Mason County agriculture is characterized by the faot that a large proe
portion of workers reside on farme and divide their labor bstween agriculture

Dairy (26): ahd Yvestock (21) are the .
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and offufarm work, In a forested reglon such as Mason County, fammers have
nmerous ‘seasonal opportunities to work in nearby mills, in logging operaticns
or for state and federal forest services. Most of the county might be slaseie
fied as a region of part-time farming, A%t some time of the year nearly 78
percent of all Mason County farmers worked off their farms during 195k eccordw
ing to the Census of Agriculture. OFf this group, over 380 or 75 percent werked
in non-farming industries mors than 180 daye of the year, These part-time
farmers roceived more inoome from off-farm work than from sales of orops and

—— 1iyestock,

Formland Utilization b

Crops were harvested from only about 10 percent of the land in famms in
195k, An additdonal § parcent was in cropland used only for pasture and Just
one~tenth of ons percent lay idle or in fallow, Typical of wastern Washington
farmland utilization, woodiands make up the larpast share of the acreage with
nearly 70 percent of all farmland in pastured woodland., Most of thise farm -
woodland was uncleared; remaining in stump land, loggedwover land or in ree
growth timber, Such land owned by Mason County farmers amounted to over 32,000
acres in 195k, Several factors have resulted in this pattern of ‘lemd use,
Farmers have found that clearing cut-over forest land is expensive and labore
lous, Many have left such acreage in stumps and brush as woodland pasture or
for Christmes tree land, Woodland owners are beginming to practice farm
foresiry for bhe hervesting of Christmas trees and forest greens which are
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Figure 10,w Utilisation of Farmland in Mason County, 195k
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use of wheeled equipment, MNost of the specislized dairy farms used milking
machines, WNearly 60 percent of the farmers used motor trucks to market their
products. Tractors were used on the majority of the farms in 195L. Ownership
of automobiles was higher than the nationsl farm family average., Twelve pere
cent of the farms had irrigation facilities in the form of artificial ponds,
regervoirs, earth tanks and sprinkler systems,

Irrigation and Facilities

Bacause of the dry summer climate and the desire to get higher yields of
berries, truck crops and pasture greens, there has been an increasing interest

=it LIS FEwAa THI menve S wmtary wwss W W

in irrigation. The graveliy and sandy élaoial soils found in the Mason area
require conslderable irrigalion since the top horizon of the soil dries out
. : o ' Y © Payma ki g o 5 a

T midw~Sum

ALRE WL clelils

the period 1950 to 195k, Dzirymen find that sprinkler irrigation increases the
cattle forage capacity of upland pastures,

o) % L 4 3 < ) 14 (&8 185 1 19 )
tripled while the land irrigated has inereased six and one-half times during

Table 1k, Irrigated Farms: Number and Acresge

-4 = e e SR W A arare - e ey,

Mason County, 1950 and 1954

Ttem 1950 1954

Number of irrigeted £armSescsccesenseccess X hs

Land in irrigated farms..OOOOOOOQOQOOOQOOO 1,806 acres 9’920 acres
Lana irrigaﬁed.;/ ®88000sses0ccsnvrsersreas 124 acres. 829 acres

Irrigated land in farms according to use:

Farms irrigating CroDBeeessercsocsnss 11 27
Forms 1rrigating pastul@cseesccesssse | . B 26
Acres of crops irrigatedg Y ANy . 13 . 353
Aﬁr’éﬁ ﬁf ?as’tﬁfe ifrigatedeo.o stee e hj& hﬁ

1/ Includes land irripated by canals, pipes and overhead sprinkler systems,
Source: U,S, Census, Agriculture

Irrigation in Mason County consists of L5 individually or farm-cwned
eystems, Wells, streams, pumps and sprinklers are used but there are a few
gravity systems. In 1954 there were 829 acres irrigated, with over one-half
of this acreage (471) in pasture, The remaining 358 irrigated acres is in
cropland used primarily for the production of grass silage and hay with a
smaller proportion of the land in fruits and vineyards. The use of more irri-
gation follous a general trend in the other western Washington counties.
Reasons for the large increase in irrigated farm land are, in part, the abufie
dance of lakes, streams and ground water, a rise in value of land and manages

ment of larger areas of grassland for hay, silage and pasture, Hay and pasture

- w—aa A 22 laws Josd enewee
shortages in recent years and inercased costs of feeds purchassd by dairymen

are other factors causing an expansion of individual farm irrigation systems.
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